Bronchoscopy--how and when?
At the Royal Brompton Hospital, we perform over 200 flexible bronchoscopies per year in children. We will be presenting a series of five articles describing various aspects of our clinical and research practice. This first article is about the basics of how and when to perform flexible bronchoscopy. It highlights aspects of training, preparation of the patient and the equipment required. It discusses anaesthesia and gives practical details on how to actually use the bronchoscope, as well as detailing techniques of lavage, brushings and biopsy. Particular attention is paid to indications and contraindications, as well as potential complications.